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Terry Davenport is known in the Charleston 
community for her passion and conviction and for 
the new nonprofit she started in 2010, the Justice 
Academy USA.  She started the nonprofit to 
empower families with information and access when 
faced with the juvenile justice system.  Terry faced 
this situation with both of her teenage boys and 
became frustrated in learning how to manage the 
bureaucratic (and sometimes unjust) criminal justice 
system.   She frequently references data released by 
the SC Department of Juvenile Justice (2009-2010) 
reporting that black youth (ages 10-17) represent 38% 
of the stateõs population of that age group but 
disparately represent 58% of juvenile arrests, 60% of 
youths in detention, and 69% of youths in 
correctional institutions.  Events such as the Boyz to 
Men Summit, monthly parent support group 
meetings, and programs like the youth employment 
program Justice Works! are just a few ways that Terry 
and her 12-member board are focused on creating 
and finding funding for community-based programs 
to serve as alternatives to a life of incarceration.  Visit 
www.jausa.org for more information.  

Richard's Report is a periodic review of 
programs and organizations worthy of 
charitable support named after Program 
Officer, Richard Hendry.  Donors and 
Staff of Coastal Community Foundation 
suggest the groups to be profiled. Many 
of these groups have received grants 
from the Foundation, and their work 
has been evaluated by our  grants and 
program Staff.   

Disproportionate 
Minority Contact (DMC) 
Crisis and its impact on 
communities of color: 

* Every 4 seconds a public 
school student is 
suspended.  

* Every 57 seconds a high 
school student drops out.  

* Every minute a child is 
arrested.  

* Every 5 minutes a baby is 
born to a teen mother.  

* Every 12 minutes a child 
is arrested for drug crimes.  

* Every 14 minutes a child 
is arrested for violent 
crimes.  

* Every 5 hours a child or 
teen commits suicide.  

* Every 7 hours a child or 
teen is killed by a firearm.  

 
A child entered into the 
juvenile justice system has an 
82% likelihood of entering the 
adult criminal justice system.   

Justice for All 
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HEALTH  

 

Although the dental services are free at the Charleston Dental 
Clinic, there are not a lot of smiles in the waiting room. Most patients 
are in a great deal of pain and have been waiting for the greater part of 
the day to be one of the ones to receive pain management and 
extraction services.  All are without insurance and most have a low 
socio-economic profile.  Extraction patient Linda heard about the 
clinic from a friend who works with one of the founders, Dr. Lee 
Hershon, a practicing orthodontist and a deacon at Grace Episcopal 
Church.  She is relieved to finally receive some much-needed dental 
services.  The Dental Clinic was begun as an outreach ministry effort 
of Grace Episcopal Church and has since received 501(c)3 status, 
hired a part-time administrator, and utilizes volunteers from MUSCõs 
Dental School and local dentists.  Catching wind of the vacant, fully 
equipped dental clinic on the fourth floor of the Josiah Smith Tennant 
House Dr. Hershon mobilized funds from Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Foundation to start operating the only (continued on page 4) 

Like a bridge over troubled waters  

In a time of severe illness, the last thing anyone needs is to 

have to find the correct room in the hospital, locate the 

right doctors, and all the other complicated things that go 

along with a prolonged illness.  And treatment options?  

Forget it, for laymen.  òPatient Navigatorsó are staff posi-

tions at increasing numbers of medical facilities, to help 

with a wide range of potentially confusing things so that 

families can concentrate on the patient. A patient navigator 

will research the medical condition and find treatment pro-

tocols and clinical trials, provide support and educational 

information on the illness, prepare the patient for doctor 

visits, handle all insurance issues, find the best doctors deal-

ing with the particular illness, work with schools and em-

ployers of patients to ensure the patient is not penalized for 

being absent, and act as an advocate for the patient in any 

other aspect. A navigator helps take unnecessary stressors 

out of an already stressful situation. If you or someone you 

know may need one, visit www.patientnavigator.com for 

more information or check with the hospital.   

The Road to Recovery 
 

A road laden with mental illness can 
bring more challenges than one 
without.  The road can get steep 
fairly quickly when issues of lack of 
finances and employment, and poor 
health compound the situation.  A 
newly formed 501(c)3 nonprofit, 
Mental Health H.E.R.O.E.S. 
(Health, Empowerment, Recovery, 

Opportunity, Education, and Support), is working to support 
the Charleston Dorchester Mental Health Center (CDMHC) by 
providing emergency financial assistance and job-related 
support to individuals with mental illness.  H.E.R.O.E.S. was 
established, in part, as a response to significant budget cuts in 
State funding to Community Mental Health Centers creating a 
dire situation for some of our communityõs most vulnerable 
residents, those who deal with severe mental illness.  Recovery in 
the field of Mental Illness is defined as a personõs òability to 
move toward the goal of being productive and independentó.  
The National Alliance on Mental Illness rated South Carolinaõs 
state funding and support for patients of mental health as a òDó 
due in large part to South Carolina slashing mental health state 
allocations by 39.6% since 2008, the greatest percentage in the 
nation.  H.E.R.O.E.S. hopes to help fill the gap where the 
CDMHC cannot in order to minimize the impact of fiscal crises 
for those on the Recovery path.   
 
 

SC Grades for Mental Health Support and Funding: 
Health Promotion and Measurement: F  
Financing & Core Treatment/Recovery Services:  C  
Consumer & Family Empowerment:  C  
Community Integration and Social Inclusion:  F  

Free Smiles 
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ARTS 

Looking to See 
 

The Halsey Institute for Contemporary Artõs 
Looking to See outreach program was started in 
October 2010 to provide a structured guided tour 
program and educational outreach to the general 
public with a focus on our area's K-12 students, 
after-school programs, and youth.  Focusing on Title 
I schools, the Halsey is dedicated to increasing 
accessibility and community engagement for youth 
and K-12 students. The recent expansion of the 
Looking to See program hopes to reach 400 students 
and to bridge the gap between dried up funding for 
the arts and public school students.   The program is 
open to elementary, middle, and high schools, church 
groups, and interested organizations. In addition to 
the tours being free, bus parking has been arranged 
with the Charleston Museum at no charge. For more 
information contact the Education & Outreach                         

                Coordinator, Lizz Biswell by calling 843-953-HICA.  

Folk Art and History  

Tucked away off of Interstate I-95 is the gem in South Carolinaõs folk 

art crown, SC Artisanõs Center.  In 2000 the Center was named the 

Official Folk Art and Craft Center in South Carolina by then 

Governor Jim Hodges.  It showcases juried artisans and their crafts, 

administers education programming for elementary school students 

and adults, and partners with other Colleton County organizations to 

bring SC arts and its history to all.  Every May they help produce the 

Walterboro Antiques, History & Arts Festival.  During Februaryõs 

Black History month the Center partners with The Colleton Center 

and The Colleton Museum to attract nearly 4,000 Colleton County 

students to visit the Colleton African American Art project and 

exhibit.  They hope to do it again in 2012 with an increase in funding.  Find out more at www.scartisanscenter.com. 

EDUCATION  
 

Pattisonõs Academy, serving Berkeley, Charleston, and Dorchester Counties, has a tagline 
to D.R.E.A.M. (or Developmental, Rehabilitative, Educational, and Adapted for Children 
with Multiple Disabilities to improve everyone's quality of life) and it drives activities at both 
the 5-year old summer camp and the newer charter school Pattisonõs Academy operates. 

Pattisonõs Academy Therapeutic Summer Camp was started in 2006 and served 14 
children with severe and multiple disabilities at that time in a 4-week camp that filled a 
community void during summer months.  In 2010, the camp served 45 children from three 
counties and has relocated to the site of the newly formed charter school in Charleston.   

Pattisonõs Academy for Comprehensive Education (PACE) charter school was 
established in 2010 to bridge the need for integration, rehabilitation, and access among the 
most severely disabled children in the Tricounty area.  You can learn how to help both the 
summer camp and the charter school through volunteering, donations, or sponsorships by 
visiting www.pattisonsacademy.org or www.pacelearning.org. 
 

Making DREAMS Come True 

http://www.pattisonsacademy.org
http://www.pacelearning.org
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ENVIRONMENT  

Contact grants and program staff at (843) 723-3635  
www.CoastalCommunityFoundation.org 

HUMAN NEEDS  

Beautiful Rubbish 

Have you ever wondered where ocean debris ends up 

after being washed away by incoming tides after 

families and frolickers leave the coast after a day of 

sun and fun?  In most cases the debris ends up in our 

pristine waterways and a lot of times in the stomachs 

of marine mammals.  Local eco-advocate Jennifer 

Mathis was motivated by this fact at a recent visit to 

the Marine Mammal Center in California where the 

CA-based Washed Ashore exhibit utilized ocean debris 

to create huge art sculptures to inform and impress 

viewers.  The dramatic effect aims to educate the 

public that ocean debris is not welcome on our 

beaches, in our oceans, and surely not in or near the 

marine life that inhabits them. Ms. Mathis loved the 

idea and requested permission to initiate a similar awareness campaign here in the Lowcountry.  The unveiling of a 9-foot 

sculpture of a pelican will take place on New Years Eve at Marion Square in downtown Charleston. Students from the School 

of the Arts helped complete the project to raise awareness about ocean debris on our beaches and in our waterways.   

 

SMILES (continued from page 2) 
 

free emergency dental clinic in peninsular Charleston.   The clinic is aiming to meet the exploding growth of emergency dental 
needs resulting from Medicare and Medicaid cuts. Plans are underway to partner with Charleston County School District in 
2012 to offer pediatric services.  Clara Heinson, Director of Public Affairs and Volunteers for the School District says, 
òDental care not only benefits a childõs mouth but it affects the whole body.  Students need to have a healthy physical being 
in order to achieve academic excellence.ó  Reaching elementary school students with preventative dental education is an aim 
of the Clinic to prevent future patients like Linda in their chairs.  Contact Clinic Administrator Amber Kirchner at 
charlestondentalclinic@gmail.org or 843-722-6332 to volunteer or to donate toothpaste, brushes, and floss.  

The finished Skate sculpture hovers in a Romney Street Warehouse waiting to be transported to the 
South Carolina Aquarium for public display in early 2012.   

Food and housing on the hierarchy of  needs 

When weõre asked what the top three charitable needs are in our service area, 

affordable housing has always been on the list.  No one creates safer more 

attractive, affordable housing than the Humanities Foundation.  Theyõve got 

the savvy to pull in funding from outside our area which, joined with local 

dollars, has created wonderful apartment buildings in Beaufort, Berkeley and 

Charleston counties ð 395 households for seniors, and 264 for families and single 

parents.  In addition to creating housing units, they know their low-income residents also need help with food, 

transportation, social services, etc., and they want to put both food pantries and community gardens into all their properties.  

Last year the pantries were stocked with food from the Lowcountry Food Bank, and the gardens, once planted on apartment 

property, were tended and harvested by residents benefitting over 200 families.  Start-up costs for both a pantry and a garden 

for an apartment building are estimated at only $1,500.  Thatõs the first step.  After that, money would be needed for 

operating and maintaining the program, and then, they say, food valued at three times the cost of the program could be in 

the cupboards and refrigerators of low-income residents throughout the year.   www.humanitiesfoundation.org  


