DORCHESTER COUNTY FUND 
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GENERAL INFORMATION
The Dorchester County Fund was established in 2010 as an endowment at Coastal Community Foundation, in order to distribute grants to Dorchester County non-profit organizations. The ultimate goal is to improve the quality of life in Dorchester County by supporting the network of non-profits that are located in or that serve Dorchester County communities.

The Dorchester County Fund provides support in six program areas: Arts, Education, Environment, Health, Human Needs and Neighborhood/Community Development. The Fund awards grants in the range of $1,000 - $3,000, and each organization may submit only one request per grant cycle. 
All required application materials are due Friday, February 24, 2012; materials must be e-mailed or hand-delivered by 5:00 p.m. on February 24thth or post-marked on or before Thursday, February 23rd  in order to be considered for grant support.  Applications may be sent to: Dorchester County Fund, Coastal Community Foundation, 635 Rutledge Avenue, Suite 201, Charleston, SC 29403. If the submission is sent electronically, all application materials must be e-mailed together to: Grants@CoastalCommunityFoundation.org.    

ELIGIBILITY
Applications are accepted from non-profits that a.) serve people who live in Dorchester County; b.) are recognized by the I.R.S. as a non-profit, being either a government agency or an organization exempt from income tax with a 501(c)(3) designation; c.) are not a political or lobbying organization; and d.) do not discriminate on the basis of age, sex, race, color, sexual orientation, national/ethnic origin or disability.  Requests will be accepted from public and private schools only if the applicant can show clear evidence of collaboration with another organization in the community, in both the program’s development and access to services. 

Priority is given to proposals that include one or more of the following: a.) sensitive to an emerging need; b.) addresses existing needs in new and imaginative ways; c.) initiation of a promising pilot; d.) designed to reduce cost and increase efficiency of non-profit organizations; e.) direct impact on persons with need; and f.) plans for necessary funding to continue after Coastal Community Foundation support has ended.

REQUIREMENTS
Applicant organizations must complete the application pages and include all necessary attachments. Incomplete applications cannot be considered.

Include as attachments: (Please note page limits)
#1 = copy of the organization’s budget (up to 2-pages)
#2 = copy of the proposed specific program or project budget, if applicable (up to 2-pages)
#3 = copy of the first page of the I.R.S. letter certifying 501(c)(3) status. (1-page)

Excess materials and/or pages will be discarded before delivery to the Grants Committee. Do not include documents larger than 8 ½ X 11, as they cannot be modified appropriately. Binders, folders, and staples will be discarded before we photocopy, so please use a paperclip or a simple clamp to hold materials together.
SCHEDULE
	STEPS (note: steps 2 – 5 may change slightly, depending on how the schedule progresses, but applicants will be notified of updates)
	TIMELINE

	Step 1:  Submit grant application and attachments
	February 24, 2012

	Organizations submit a completed grant application and attachments to The Foundation.  Applications must be e-mailed or hand-delivered by 5:00pm February 24, 2012 or postmarked by February 23rd.  No faxes please; they cannot be accepted.  
	

	Step 2:  Application materials screened, processed and prepared for delivery
	March 5, 2012

	The Foundation staff assesses the submission for eligibility and completeness, copies all eligible submissions, and delivers to each of the Dorchester County Fund Grants Committee members. 
	

	Step 3:  Finalists Determined
	March 26, 2012

	All submissions are assessed and applications that score highest and are favored by the Grants Committee will go forward for further consideration. 
	

	Step 4:  Site Visits
	April 2 – 13, 2012

	The Foundation staff and members of the Dorchester County Fund Grants Committee will visit finalists to address questions regarding the proposal and learn first-hand about programming.  
	

	Step 5:  Funding recommendations developed
	Mid April 2012

	Each proposal submitted will be read and reviewed, and a meeting of the Dorchester County Fund Grants Committee is then held to discuss proposals and determine whether or not a grant will be recommended.  This determination is based on overall quality of the proposal and on available funds.  There is no set number of grants given per funding cycle.
	

	Step 6:  Decisions Announced

	Late April 2012

	The Foundation will notify all finalists of funding recommendations either by e-mail or U.S. Postal Service.
	


QUESTIONS?
Please contact:
Sydney Fowler, 723-5736 x107, Sydney@CoastalCommunityFoundation.org   

Please fill-in the shaded areas.

Note that each section is limited with boxes pre-formatted to correspond with the maximum space allowed for each answer. The boxes will expand as you type and stop when you have reached the maximum character limit, which include spaces, punctuation and numbers.  If you need to type or handwrite your responses into a paper version of this application, please contact the Foundation.
APPLICANT’S INFORMATION:

	Organization’s name 
	     



	Organization’s mission statement
	     

	Year founded; year I.R.S. designation
	          ;      

	Mailing address
	     

	City, state, zip code
	     

	Telephone number
	     

	Fax number
	     

	Organization’s general e-mail address
	     

	Website address
	     

	Executive director
	     

	Executive director’s e-mail address
	     

	This request is for
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 general operating support; or  FORMCHECKBOX 
 specific program support

	Project/program name or title for which funding is being sought (if applicable)
	     

	Check the appropriate box
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Located in and serve Dorchester County    OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Located outside of but serve Dorchester County

	Contact person for this grant request
	     

	Contact person’s title
	     

	Contact person’s e-mail address
	     

	Check appropriate tax status
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  501(c)(3);    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Using fiscal sponsor with 501(c)(3);  or
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  government agency

	Organization’s EIN (if 501(c)(3) public charity)
	     

	Using a fiscal sponsor?  Please call Foundation staff before completing and submitting this application.  Enter the name of the approved sponsoring organization, after speaking with Foundation staff.
	     


INFORMATION RELATED TO THIS REQUEST:  
	Dollar amount requested?
	$     
	Total cost of program or project?
	$
	Annual budget of organization? budget?
	$     

	If there is a difference between the amount requested and the total program amount, what source(s) will make up the difference (include dollar amount, name of source, and pending or secured)? (max: 300 characters)
	

	What is the community need that your program(s) will address? (max: 100 characters)
	

	How will your organization go about meeting the need(s) described above? (max: 500 characters)
	     

	Provide 1 - 2 program objectives (must be measurable and generally involve changes in behaviors, attitudes, conditions, knowledge or status).  If asking for general operating support, answer in terms of the organization’s primary services/activities. (max: 200 characters each)
	1. 
2. 

	Describe 1 - 2 activities for each objective above. Please be specific. (max: 150 characters each)
	1a. 
1b. 
2a. 
2b. 

	Describe how/why the planned activities will meet stated objectives. (max: 400 characters)
	

	How will you evaluate, track or measure the degree to which you are meeting the need stated above? 
(max: 300 characters)
	

	How many people will directly benefit from this request? (max: 50 characters)
	#
	How many people will indirectly benefit from this request? 
	#

	Briefly summarize your request. (Pretend that this is the only part of your application that will be seen by the Grants Committee. Be sure to include details of the who, what, when, where, why and how of your project.)

(max: 1,500 characters)
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