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Sample Language for Bequests 

 
“I, ___ (insert your name)_________, bequeath the sum of (insert $ amount)( 
type of asset) to Coastal Community Foundation of South Carolina, Inc. 
(CCF), a 501(c)(3) charitable organization organized and situated at 90 
Mary Street, Charleston, South Carolina in Charleston County.  I wish 
these funds to be used to support / create the       (Insert fund name – You 
may name an existing fund or one you wish to have created with your gift), a fund 
of CCF. 
 
This fund is established to                 (Please provide a description of the fund’s 
purpose and any further instruction you wish to give, including specific charitable 
organization(s) you wish to be supported by the fund or general areas of need you 
wish to support.  If you wish to restrict grants to a certain geographic area, please 
indicate so.  Otherwise grants will be made throughout CCF’s service area.) 
 

********** 
 

Including this type of language in your will is perfectly sufficient.  If, however, you would 
like to provide greater detail, simply describe the gift and state that it will go to CCF and 
its use will be governed by separate correspondence with CCF.  Then, we will draft a letter 
of agreement to fully capture your wishes.  Furthermore, if you change your mind, this 
letter may be rewritten without having to change your will. 
 
If you wish your bequest to be used to support broad charitable needs within CCF’s 
service area without restriction, just name the fund and state that CCF’s board may direct 
grantmaking as they see need and opportunity in the region.  
 
Types of Bequests 
 
The above language provides for an Outright Bequest of a specific item, a specific dollar 
amount, or a percentage of your estate.  Please consult your advisor for types of assets that 
may be better to give to charity than to your heirs (such as “income in respect of a 
decedent”, or “IRD” assets which include IRAs, interest on savings bonds and CDs, and 
other income earned). 
 
You may also make a Residual Bequest that states the charity is to receive the remainder 
of your estate after family and other heirs are provided for.  Or, you may make a 
Contingency Bequest in which you state that the gift will be made only under certain 
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terms or conditions, e.g., only if your spouse does not survive you.  Charitable bequests 
can be carefully designed to permit the most favorable tax treatment under a variety of 
circumstances.  It may be helpful to speak with your advisors about setting up a charitable 
bequest to fit your needs. 
 
Please let us know of your generosity. 
 
CCF wishes to recognize donors who plan to make future gifts to the Foundation through 
their wills or charitable trusts. We also want to thank you during your lifetime.  
(Remember, Uncle Sam doesn’t send thank you notes.)  If you have made such a 
commitment to the future of our community, will you please let us know?    
 
In addition to permitting us to thank you now, allowing us to list your name will 
encourage others to consider similar gifts and help us plan for future grantmaking.  CCF 
has created an Honor Roll of Legacy Builders to recognize donors like you.  The 
generous persons named in our Honor Roll share a vision and have planned ahead to 
permanently benefit charitable work in the region by adding to the endowment funds at 
CCF.  Donors who join the Honor Roll are listed in each year’s Annual Report, but all 
other gift information is kept confidential.  We would be honored to include your name. 
 
 

 


